
As members of our local communities, part of the human family and supporters of a�ordable 
homeownership in Cleveland, we all can help families achieve stability, self-reliance and strength.

Every hour a volunteer gives helps a family begin their journey to homeownership. Every child who 
grows up in a healthy home has a better chance to succeed in school. Every donor who graciously 
gives us the gift of money or items from their home helps parents leave a positive legacy for their 
children. Everyone makes a di�erence. 

We celebrated our 30th anniversary in 2017. 
The stats and stories in this report represent the 
support we received from the community. 

We hope that you feel inspired to help us build on 
this success and be a part of the great partnership 
Cleveland Habitat has with connecting families to 
a�ordable homeownership opportunities.



For thousands of Cleveland families the dream of both stable housing and 
homeownership is still just that - a dream.  With your continued support, we will 
turn dreams into reality.  

Bryan Dardis                     John Habat
Board Chair                               President/CEO

Dear Friends, 

Thanks to our thousands of supporters who put their love and commitment into 
action, every year more of our future homeowners gain the strength and con�dence 
to build better futures on the foundation of safe, healthy and a�ordable homes. 

Collectively, our work is revitalizing communities in Cleveland. Last year, we 
rehabbed 28 homes and completed a record 111 spruce up projects for existing 
residents. We were also recipients of our largest �nancial gift - $875,000 - from the 
Cleveland Cavaliers. This record gift is helping us complete our 100 homes campaign, 
and also encourages others in Cuyahoga County to support our work.   

“It feels like a fresh start, a new 
beginning, a new outlook…just 
like turning over a new leaf.” 

Marketta, Future Habitat Homeowner



The Faith Build home is being fully-rehabbed in the Buckeye neighborhood  for a family of 6.

Thank you to St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran, Church of the Gesu, Buckeye-Shaker Faith Coalition, 
Strongsville UMC, and the Cuyahoga County Land Bank, who have committed early support for this project. 

(2) Traditional Build Project, Sponsored by Thrivent Financial 

Thrivent is also sponsoring half of a home ($37,500) on Lardet Avenue in Buckeye. To help 
fundraise for this home, join us at this year’s Habitat 5K on June 16th (page 5). 

(3) Apostles Build Project, 
Sponsored by Faith Partners

Since 2015, 30 churches have come together 
to help fully rehab 6 houses and in April, work 
will begin on the 7th. The project brings 
faith partners together to provide a 
portion of the funding, volunteers 
and prayer support to fully-rehab a 
home. All are welcome at the table. 

The future homeowner is a single mom with 
two young sons. The house is projected to 
be completed by October. 

"By wisdom a 
house is built, and 

through understanding 
it is established; through 

knowledge, its rooms 
are �lled with rare 

and beautiful 
treasures." 

Proverbs 24; 3-4.
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Faith Partners, Thrivent Financial to 
Fully-Rehab Three Houses in 2018
Can your church provide prayers, people and/or funding 
for a Habitat faith partner project? We need your help!  Cleveland 
Habitat, local churches and Thrivent Financial are partnering to build 
THREE homes this year. 

(1) Faith Build Project, Sponsored by Thrivent Financial

For the �rst time, Thrivent is sponsoring a Faith Build in Cleveland. The sponsorship covers half of the rehab cost for the home ($37,500). Cleveland 
Habitat is then challenged to raise the remaining funding through Christian churches. 

Thrivent helps people live generously and have ful�lling lives through �scal responsibility. They believe we are 
called to be good stewards of our time, talent and treasure.  Through the Faith Build, Thrivent’s mission comes to 
life in a meaningful and tangible way. 

Cleveland Habitat and Thrivent’s partnership is powered by faith—and a passion 
to build stronger families, churches and communities. Since our partnership in 
2015, we have completed 16 homes together, helping 16 families have stable 
foundations. In 2018, we will complete our 17th and 18th house.

Please join us as we complete our 17th and 18th home together. 

Want to partner in 2018
or plan for 2019? 
Contact Kim Pride at 
kpride@clevelandhabitat.org.



Youth Construction Training 
Pilot Project  Launches In April

Cleveland Habitat is partnering with Greater Cleveland Boys & Girls Club and 
Youth Opportunities Unlimited (YOU) to train a group of 16-18 year olds in basic 
construction principles to fully rehab two abandoned houses on Cleveland’s east side.

“This nnovative program could serve as a national model,” said John Habat, 
President/CEO.   “We believe the partnership of Habitat with Boys & Girls Club and 
YOU will maximize the opportunity for success – not only in fully rehabbing two 
houses, but also in exposing 16-20 youth to an in-demand career in construction.”

Other partners, such as Associated Builders and Contractors, Inc., and Home Depot, 
are also playing signi�cant roles.  There are many other aspects to this unique 
educational initiative.  Look for complete details in our July Habitat Happenings 
(e-newsletter) and on clevelandhabitat.org  

Home Repair Resource Center and 
Habitat Hold Power Tools Safety and 
Demonstation Clinic

On March 20th, Habitat homeowners, future homeowners and family 
members of homeowners participated in an exciting and interactive 
homeowner educational workshop in partnership with instructors 
from the Home Repair Resource Center.  

Participants learned safety, proper usage of various power tools and 
were able to take part in live demos. There were stations with small 
groups and each began with a safety overview, equipment discussion 
and lastly a demonstration. Then participants were able to put their 
new knowledge to the test and try it out for themselves.

Jessica Morrison, Family Programs Manager stated, “many of our future homeowners enter our program with limited experience with power 
tools and with how you can use them to make repairs. We are grateful to the Home Repair Resource Center for showing several families how 
they can save money by making repairs on their own and how to safely use the tools.”   She added, “ it was great to see people who have owned 
our homes also attend. They continually have a desire for new knowledge and a commitment to keeping their house safe.”

“This house will mean 
everything. It will mean stability. 
It will mean a foundation. This 
means the world to me that we 
will have our own house to
pass down from generation to 
generation. This is a legacy.”

Karmen
Future Habitat Homeowner

Beginning the journey to a�ordable homeownership 
requires courage — and something better.  Each 
Cleveland Habitat homeowner works hard to complete 
their �nancial education and perform their sweat equity 
volunteer hours, and it’s their commitment and resilience 
that carries them through to their destination: a home of 
their own, one they helped build.



The 17th Annual Habitat 5K Walk-Run-Mosey 
is a fundraiser for the $37,500 needed to rehab 
a home in the Buckeye neighborhood.

Thrivent Financial has donated $37,500 to cover 
1/2 of the cost to fully-rehab the house. Help us 
raise the other half by joining us at the event.

Runners and walkers can show o� their skills in 
the full 5k route at Edgewater. Those who prefer
to mosey can participate in a 1-mile fun walk. 
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